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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-22 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 14 are independent. Claims 1, 

5-6, 12, 14, and 18-19 are amended. Claims 2-4, 7-11, 13, 15-17, and 20-22 are canceled 

without prejudice or discliaimer of their subject matter, the subject matter recited therein being 

incorporated into claims 1 and 14. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 103 

On page 2, the Office Action rejects claims 1-4 and 14-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
allegedly being anticipated by Published U.S. Patent Application No. 2003/0028495 to Pallante 
(hereinafter "Pallante"). Furthermore, the Office Action rejects claims 5-13 and 18-22 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Pallante. Applicant respectfully traverses 
these rejections. 

Applicant amends independent claims 1 and 14 to recite the following subject matter: 
"wherein the AB contains the following fields: a last correctly received Syslog Sign block, a last 
correctly received Syslog message since the Sign block, and a bitmap of all correctly received 
packets since the last correctly received Syslog message.'* This subject matter finds support in 
the specification, for example, in paragraph [0021]. The Acknowledgement Block fields are also 
depicted in Figure 2. 

Acknowledgement Block fields have a number of fiinctions. As described in paragraph 
[0019], reliable transmission and non-repudiation of the collector are achieved. This technique 
can prove that the collector received all messages and prevent an attack that otherwise might 
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have been hidden by diversion or blockage of incriminating event logs. As further described in 

paragraph [0027], this approach will prevent certain cryptographic or denial of service attacks. 

Pallante does not disclose an Acknowledgement Block having these three specific fields. 
At most, as recited in paragraph [112], Pallante enables later use of a signature in a "non- 
repudiation proof" Pallante lacks the combination of a Syslog Sign block, a Syslog message, 
and a bitmap. Thus, independent claims 1 and 14 are allowable. 

Claims 5, 6, and 12 depend upon allowable claim 1. Claims 18 and 19 depend upon 
allowable claim 14. Therefore, claims 5-6, 12, and 18-19 are also allowable at least on the basis 
of their respective dependencies on allowable claims 1 and 14. Accordingly, Applicant 
respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-22 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) and 
103(a) in view of Pallante. 

CONCLUSION 

While we believe that the instant amendment places the application in condition for 
allowance, should the Examiner have any further comments or suggestions, it is respectfully 
requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned attorney in order to expeditiously resolve 
any outstanding issues. 
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In the event that the fees submitted prove to be insufficient in connection with the filing 
of this paper, please charge our Deposit Account Number 50-0578 and please credit any excess 
fees to such Deposit Account. 
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